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ABSTBAtI ' " . * * ' 

^ , * In order Ao deal with the problem of increasing 

failures and dropouts and the negative impact pi large nusbers of 

. students lacking basic reading and language skills on instructional 
activities and naterials, the Sociology Department at £1 pa&iiiO * 
College' made eligibility for English 1A a prerequisite for its 

' Socioioqy 5 course in fall This document' combines a study of 

t'he^jef fects of the prerequisite by the Office'of Research. and ^n 
analysis by the B.ehavioral Science Division, The'data i^dicatet (1) a 
.JdBcrBa.se in dr opout ^ rates^ with a 3^% rate for . 1974^ a 4 • 3 Jt f a t e f o 
1975, and a 1 076jTate""lor7T9^ — 

and C grades, showing 50,6JS in 1974, 16.7% in 1975 a«4 7^.6% in . 
1976^ with D^ F, B, and WF grade? declining, slightly; (3) a .^ 
Significant decline in enrollment, vith 1974 enrollees numberijp^ ^ 
1,396, 1375 enrollees nujabering 672, .and 1976 enrollees numbering 
598* The impact of* lower enrollment upon the Sociology department i's 
discussed in terms of reduced teaching 'opportunities for junior 
-members of the department and the attitudes of other departments 
toward \|b^j^tened academic standards. (LH) 
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Results. 
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Dataware obtained from 8^9 students enrolled Jn Sociology 5 classes for^ 
' the year 197^, 300 in' 1975, and 30^ in 1976. Twelve students in 197^ an<i one • 
in 1975 showed no wor*k cqmpleted or, incompletes given. 

/ . ' I ^ 

Table 1 'indicates the grades of these students in *Sociology.*5 . The data 
indicate that the years 1975 and 1976 had ^rade distrlbut i.ons that were rela- 
tively consistent (within four percentage points for any grade)' while the year 
197^ was much more inconsistent (as high as 17 percentage points different). 
When the frequencies from which the above percentages were compared among years 
•according to a cfji -square analysis, it-was found that there was no significant - * 
difference between 1975 and 1976 (X^=9.6l) while significant differences at the 
..001 Jevel of significance was derived when comparing the year.s 197^ and 1975 * 
(X2=96.38) and the years 197^ and 1976 (x2=&8.38). 

The data were combined in a d\fferehc*e grouping according to A, B, C; I 
[>, F; W, WF; and drop to, obtain the distribution shown in Table 2, " Differences 
In D, F grades .and a>so W, WF grades are similar among the three ^ears. However, 
A, B, r g r a dfs'^n3~dropst^re^e^ry different"; TtT^A';~B7~C~gra7tes"C'(^^^ r 
about one-hal5 of the grades in 197^ and about three-fourths in 1975 and, 1976. 
The per cent of drops w^is 51 per cent in 197^ and ^.3 per cent and 10.6 per 
^cent in 1975 and 1976, respectively. A chi-square analysis showed significant * 
differences of p<.001 for the 197^-lSl75 comparison (X^=92.9l) and for the 197^- 
1976 compa r i *bn- (X^=61 .29 * * * ' 

When only the grades of A, B, and C were analyzed among the three years 
to d'eterrt)i-rie differences, they we're found to be not significant according to a 
.chi-square analysis. Table 3 shows the per cent distribution, - 



Over the J:hree-yeaj[;,^^xrdy , file instructors were involved in the study, 
A jcomparison was made of the grade distribution of these instructors. Code 
numbers were applied.to them for fhe analysis, th^ distributions were subjected 
tb^a chi-square analysi'S to determine s i gn i fi cant d i fferences^ among the grade 
distributions, ,A summary. of the analysis is prese^nted in Table In general, 
the dat^ show that signif Leant differef?bes of grades'gWen to students among 
instructors* exists for .the years 497^ and- 1976, HowSVer, in 1975 significaift 
differences in grddis distributions wer^ not obtained. 
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- . Table 1. 

GFIADE DISTRIBUTTOM-BY PER m OF SOCIOLOGY 5 CLASSES ^ 
- ■ fOR ,Tl€ YEARS 197^1, 1975. AND.B76 " 



year' "' a ^ B C . - D F.' W & WF ID-'^ ' SD^'-'^ - TOTAL'"^^*^' 

V 



IS?'* 


8-.0 


19.7 


22^8-., 


5.0^ ' 


13.^ 


18.2 


12.8 


1975 


16.3 


28.. 0 


32.3 




l'».7 


1..3- 


• 3.0 


1976 


16.5 




4 V 

31.7 


•3:6 


TI.2' , 


3.6 


6.9 



7L 



I 

I 



« - / ' 

*ID Signifies, Instructor Drop ^ , / 

**§D Signifies Student Drop • . % 

*** The number in the parenthesis indicates the total number of students 
receiving grades for the designated y^ar, ' ^ • ' 



■ Table 3 • - . 

.DipiBUTION CF A, B, AND C GRADES BY PER CENT OF 
SOGIQLOGY 5 CLASSES FOR THE YEARS m 1975. AND 1976. 



. YEAR \^ A B- C TOTAL OF A, B,] ANp C GRADES- r ^ . 

" > ^ -'^ ' ^ ■- • ^ ^ : — ^ 

' 197^ • 15.8 ..• 38.9 A5.'3 ' 100.0 {k2k) . ^ - . 

1975 21.3 ' 36.5 ■ "42.2^^ ' 100.0 (230) 

3 

' c 

1976 .^.22,1 ' 35.^ ^2.5 , ' 100.0 (226) 



*The ^number in the parenthesi's indicates the 
^receiving grades fpr the designated year. * 



total number of students. 
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' . ' ' ' Table 4 ' • 

• SUftlARY-RESULTS OF CHI-SQUAREiNALYSES 
. mm INSTRUCTORS FOR THE YEARS' 197^1, 4975, AND 19Z6 
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^ 

Y€AR ' C' INSTRUCTORS COMPARED CHI^UAR^ • SIGNIFICANCE 



♦ 



\31h . - _ I and 2' . ^ 22.46 . .01 

. - • • K-and 3 .;-\ • 18.4? - ' .01 • . ' 

( and \ ' I'J.SS ■ ' " -.05 ^ 

i and 5 ' 25.70 • .* ,v .001 " ^ 

'■ 2, and j ^'"''^''^^ : rOOl 

2 and 4 * . * Jl.55 .001 
^ahd 5 ■ , •. 31 .35 ' ' .001 

, •■ . 3 and k 1 . V '^eo}pe .001 

3 and 5 ' • ' ■ 21 .28 • . .01^ 
' and 5 ^ -30.95 ' - .001 

1975 - • 1 and 2 \ J2.57 . N.S. - 

. 1 and 3 ^ 7.7-3. • ^. N.S. 

1 and \ 7.-6V .' . N.S. 

I I and Z y 11.94 : N.S.-" • 

2 and 4 ' \, -.' 13.08 * - .05 

3 and 4 .1 20.33 .01 ' 

1976 . . • I and 3 \ 63.34 ' .001 * . 

1 and 5 . \ .-20.59 .OOr 

3 and 5 \- • 16.10 . ■ .01 ' • 



THE ENJGLISH PREREQUISITE AND SOCIOLOGY. 5A , /• . " - 

c^BegiYining in-the Fall, 19.75 semester, Soc. 5A (Principles W Sociology) 
Vequired the prereduisite : "'Eligibility for English lA or' consent 
.of instructor*" ''The Off.i4:)e.of Research completed a Study oi^^tW . 
impact of this prerequisite for the two year period that followed - 
; and I976-7V) with, a comparison of data €or the prevlcius- 

r year (1974-775) when 'no prerequisite was required. The study^was 
incompleted by Jerry C. Carlo ck 'on October' 25 1 1977 ^and presented 

to the department for the purpose of helping to evaluate. the outcomes' 
of tlie prerequisite.*" A obpy of this study . follows this sunlmary 
aiong with a pilot 'study completed in 197^ which correlated d,r<)pout 
^uid failure experiences with poor performance on the English Placement , 
Test. This paper seeks to evaluate these findings aSid ex:amine some 
additional data regarding divisional drop rates and^ enrollj^ent * . 
patterns * / * . ^ 

■ • ■ / ■■ 

THE OPTIONS; the ot)en door, the closed doQr> the y^volving door , 
and .the alterhative door? / ^ 



"T 



* The decision of the department to try out •the K^nglish prerequisite 
to dearl 'v/ith the problem of increasing failures aijd dropouts in the - 
Soc. 5A course was the product of much disc^ssicm. jPhere was a' 
desire to n^aintain in this college-transf^ course a proper Iqvel 
of academic standards in course c/onterit ./instructional activities , 
and grading. Quite aside from the grading and*^dropout data available 
in 1974, there was concern about the way in which, a large number of 
g^.iirlPn tR lac king basic reading aQ d y^anguage ski lds adversely influenced 
instructional' activities and limited tne use oil. colTege level materials 

The department had always bfeeKCcommitted to a policy— of th'e open ' 

door with respect to its co^se .offerings. However, it had become 
apparent that for many stp^enfs the open-door liad become a revolving 
■ dopr 'circulating dropou^and failures. Soc. 5A became thfe place * 
of discovery for illiteracy, possibly a product of the large number 
^^of students who ignore both the \benef it* 'of knowledge from placement 
tests and the availability of professional program ''advisem^jat • 
Un-d.oubtedly many academic courses in the institution share this 
problem 0 And unfortunately" what ^was once a problem o|>i:stjlat^^ — ^ 
individuals may become a problem of collective beha^;fir6r. Often 
there is a "tipping factor" v/hen the number of>4ri^prepared students- 
can influence classrcipm interaction to the po^rit the abl^ student ^ 
is denied ,the opportunity to a triily colleg^^level learning ' 
experience. The Sociology Department sought 'to correct this problem 
for one of its courses. * 

Although Soc. 5A was restricted in the' Fall of 1975> the 'department 
revised i;J^ other -:COurse ,-of f erings with several new offerings 
v/ith the approval^ of the General Curriculum Committee. The course- 
Social 'Issues in America '(goco 4) was developed to meet the needs of 
students not accommodated "IV Soc. 5^* This course was idealized-'in 
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• I . * • * 

terms, of especially readable ma-tei^ials, concrete subject matter 
with a binimum of abstract ge,ner&.lization; less focus on theory 
and ^concepts, and a. very: stropg cbmrnitment to the utilization of 
audio-visual aids to help tho^§ ^/hai ape- purported toMearn oy 
' v/atching and listening/ !Pt W^as, the hope of ^ the department tha"b 
, the Counseling Center v/ould provide effective progra*m a,dvisement ^ v« 
^ to encourage enrollment in- this a!J.ternative course along with other 
choices such as Marriage and Family Living (Soc, 2') and ProbXems . ' 
of Marriage (Soc. 3), . Counselors' were informed of this course 
• aiad its target clientele, and* i o may also be mentioned that all 
. English instructors were contacted by letter advising -fhem of the 

Soco English prerequisite with the request that .they might be 
. encouraging to tho^e students completing^ English lA as to the 
availability of Soc.._3A-as an improved college transfer course. ' 
Nov/ what were the .but-comes^ of these chartges angl .-efforts? 



Cropout rates 



According 'to the Garlock data there are both substantive and 
statistically significant .dif £erenc^,s^ in 'dropout rates for the 
three years covered in the study- .Dropouts during 'the first 
six weeks for the fall semes ters> of 197^, 1975; and 1976 follow : 




Table 1 / 197^ ' (No prerequisite) 31f<> ' ' ' - 

/ 1975 (Prerequisite) . . h\3% • - \ . 

1976- (Prerequisite). 10.fe?5 

WJien W and WJF grades are added to the above, tfte .following percentages i 
occur: ■ ' I. • \ ' 

Table 2 197^ • (No prerequisite*)^ 44.4^ / / « ' / " 

1975 (Prer'equisite) • \<0o 

1976 (Prerequisite)^ 21. T 

This evidence should a'^T least suggest the .importance of basic 
English 'skills in influencing dropout e|xT>erience in this course, 
and perhaps others that depend heavily 'on language - facility . * 
"What i^ the mo^t current experience concerning dropouts in other 
.Behavioral Science courses for purposes of comparison?' 

' Table 3 Psych > 5^Psvch> 8 

.Spring, '77 ' '~Wo' ~SW^ 

Fail ^'76 ^30f^ 38/^ 

Spring '76 . 30f. \ 3^^ ^ 

Fall '75 • ' 27?^- ^ ^ W 

Spring '75 26?^-^ 3^^/ 

. P'all- - 23?5 \^0fo ' 

. The dropout phenomenon is obviously not confined to a single course 
in* terms of -student casualties and instructional costs as evidenced 
"by. the , above data'. It is certainly not unique to the Behavioral 
Sciencb Division as note.d in another 'study • However, if there is 
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s^erious professional concen:i among the faculty and administration 
'for the costs ^and casualties of our "dropout opeoration/' then these ' 
data suggest what ca» be doh6 about the problem. . First, students 
need a realistic *appriisal of their' skills *in relation to their \ 
^^cademic objectives i Second, departments should identify courses 
.requiring basic skills compatible with* instructional ^materials 
'and aptivities. Third, ^he registration pro'cess must e-ffectively 
enforce these ' dirpctions . Fourth, alternatiye and remedial courses 
snould be available to. serve students who a^'e deficient in basic 
survival skills. . 

IIVIPROVEMENTS IN, COURSE GRADES ' , .. ^ 

Of particular interest to the sociology fac^lty^ in the Garlock 
data was the significant improyem^t: in * course grades following 
implementation of the English prerequisite. Taken from, the 
grade distributidn da^ta.are the fallowing statistics: ^ . ' 

Year tS^H semester) A, B, & C D & F ^ 

197^- . (No prerequisite) . - -50.6?^ , 5.0^ 

1975 (Prerequisite) .76..2?5 * - h.jfo -- 

1976 (Prerequisite) '^Ur.G^o y,6fo ^ 



Not only did the condition of eligibility for English lA strikingly 
correlate with a much lower dropout rate, but -those who completed 
the cpurse showed evidence pf higher academic achievement . According 
to. an analysis by Dr. Garlock this outconre was not *the function of 
some minor differences in the proportion of courses that-.we-re^ taught 
by different instructors during these three years compared. - 

CHANGING ENROLLfffiNT PATTERNS 

: » , . 

The folloAving enrollment data describes changes in courses- for the 
thre,e year Study perijDd: ' / * . 

Year ^ ' SoC. ' 2 & 3 . Soc. 4 or 6 * , Soc-. -^A Psych. 5 

. 197^ (No pre^req. ) • 1085 t " 6@7 . 1396 * . 3915 

1975 (Prereq.) I3OO 869 672^ M30 ^ 

1976 '(Pr?req.) ' ' 8I6 ' 784 ^ 598 438^)-. 

Fall '77 only ^ 273^ " 3^4 . , 287 2076 , 

The imp^act of the English ;^rerequisite -on /department 'enrollments , 
carj be^ seen with varying kinds "of conjecture.^ Most significant is 
t^he decline in Soc. 5^ enrollment, with the introduction of the - 
I prerequisite. There v/as 9. decline of 724^enrollees thfj^ course. 
However, there v/as an increase of 397 enrollees in other sociology^ 
courses .for -the first year of the" prerequi-site rIus an'increase of 
515 students in Psychology 5> "the latter s*tatistic seemingly of less 
-interest to the s.ociology staff. It is. aj^so quite probable that ^ * 



students denied enrollment in Soc 5A simply transferred the'iir 
interes-t to other courses v/ithout ^distress. It is also possible 
that the statement in the clasfe schedule about the English prerequisite 
might have discouraged enrollment among some eligible but unmotivated 
students who viev/ rather omirio]^lsly the prospect of term papers, 
*v/rit*ten reports, or esgay exafhinations . While sociology enrollments 
across the nation are undergoing a ra-ther striking shrinkage, it ,is 
clear that the precipitous drop in Soc. 5^ during the first year 
of the prerequisite was not. due to ordinary causes. Obviously, 
tightening, admission results ^-in fewer se'ctions. Now the Sociology 
Department, and any other department down the road, may rightfully 
ask whether ""a cad,e,mic gains previously cited justify the consequences 
of enrollment/decline in *a given cojat^se . Unfortunately the focus 
of such an evaluat^ion can readily become blurred by- conf lic1;;ing 
interests and desdr^es of depasrtment members, and this has certainly 
happened in the Sociology Department. * * ^ 

First, there is the problem qf sharing fev/er .sections of a course 
among instructors.- What can be done with the instructor who is 
unwilling- to teacR 'anything else?- 

Second, what can be done to increase interest* and effectiveness 

in working v/ith the 'less able student enrolled in ma.instream courses? 

Third, v/hat |can-be done to insure that junior members of departments 
,will' not be adversely affected by a decline in a course enrollmerit. 

Fourth, what is the actual likelihood 'that* other departments and 
divisions will share the concerns; of the Sociology Department and 
take similiar action to upgrade academic_irLandaiids.2_^V4£at^^i0f * th 
among us' who do not care about, the dropotit problem and failures, . ^ ^ 
thode who have kissed off professional stand^irds of acideiflic ' 
performance, those who ignore reasonabltB standards pf grading, -and 
'even those V/hc^^react to the ^oc. 5A exp^4-i]^nt with the cry, "Send 
us^your cahnon fodder; our enrollment is down!"?- • 

Hopefuily the Academic Council will endorse the subs*^nce' of the 
Educational Policies Committee report regarding aca'demic standards, 
and divisions v;ill carefully study these, proposals for implementation 
• for the* benefit of. our students. \ • 

Joseph E, Riba*! ^ ' 

Behavioral Sciences Divisiion- , •..°...,^r.«.Tw /m- ir* ' • ' 

December 6, 1977 • UNIVERSITY OF CALIF. • , 

■ ^ - LOS ANGELES*^ * 
^- ' , • ' • . ' ' 

• * ' • • ^. JAM 1 3'1978 
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